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Why physics needs renaturing 
 

Physics workspace has been requisitioned to  
set up a  Cirque du Ciel – with a full retinue of 

acrobats and contortionists and lion-tamers and 
tightrope walkers and rope-trick artists. 

Also the Globe of Death and canyon jump. 
To inspire youngsters, there are  

clowns and jugglers and fops and dandies. 
Concession girls vend wrinkle erasers and 

nutrition bars and spirituality lozenges and … 
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Preface 

PREFACE 
     All things mortal come to an end. So does one man’s 

scientific dissidence. This fact of life has been made clever 
use of by today’s physics establishment. They have 

generational staying power, and they just wait out the 
ephemeral individual dissidence.  Once asked what 

happened to all the Big Bang critics, John Mather made a 
joke onstage: I think they all died. He got a loudly 

appreciative laughter from his simpatico audience. 
     This also illustrates a second point: The conduct of the 

scientific community at large. If there are conscientious 

people among them who privately sympathize with the 
dissident’s cause, they do nothing in public to set science 

aright. Had they risen up and stood with the dissidents, 
the situation might be different. But they are like listless 

cattle upon a wasteland – alternately ruminating and 
defecating. They do not react to the cattle prod of duty. 

          What is recorded here is the very first instance in 
the history of human race, of the emergence of marauding 

gangs of intellectuals, running rampant in the arena of 

science. They are operating by usurping the old and 
venerated conventions that embodied the forces of good.  

     A fish rots from the head. Modern civilization rots 
outward  from the colony of the malignant intellectuals. 

     In this eBook I present a selective collection of graphics 
from my blog The Dreamheron Chronicles that has 

spanned a dozen years now. These graphics are loosely 
organized in thematic sections to give the reader an 

overall perspective of what I have been on about. 
                                                                                                                                                                                8/15/2023 
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My very first blog post on January 14, 2009: 
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My website since 2004, discontinued on 18 April 2023: 
 

 
 

It is still available on Wayback Machine: 
https://web.archive.org/web/20230407205010/http://www.bibhasde.com/index.html 

It is still available, the cv page: 

https://web.archive.org/web/20230325173442/www.bibhasde.com/cv.html 

https://web.archive.org/web/20230407205010/http:/www.bibhasde.com/index.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20230325173442/www.bibhasde.com/cv.html
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Gallery 1 

 

 

 

GALLERY ONE 

 

Whys and wherefores 
 

What set me off. 

Why we must break the back of the 

establishment having absolute control of the 

narrative. 
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Gallery 2 

 

 

GALLERY TWO 

 

History beckons 
 

The inquisitive reader might best experience 

this eBook by assuming the frame of mind of a 

student of history. 
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HISTORY’S LONG VIEW:  

A DERAILMENT OF SCIENTIFIC CIVILIZATION 
 

     By the early part of this century it became clear that what 

I was dealing with was not sporadic cases of scientific fraud 

but a historical perverting of the scientific pursuit. However, 

it would have done no good to bloviate on that overarching 

and seemingly overblown theme. Individual cases of fraud 

had first to be dealt with in technical depth. Only then could 

they be jigsawed together to reveal a Toynbee-esque pattern. 

That is the strategy I employed as I was learning to use the 

Internet to counter establishment power. 
 

     This eBook is largely an end-of-life summary of my 

decades-long agitation, its whys and wherefores, its methods 

and objectives. What was found to be laughable about me 

once – such as my quirky graphic canceling Nobel Prizes or 

my idiosyncratic handwritten certificates of cancellation – do 

not seem so humorous anymore, do they? The giants of 

physics, men who walk tall and talk deep and swing their cute 

butts onstage, do not seem so hero-like anymore, do they?  

The corrupting of useful platforms such as science reporting, 

science popularizing, public outreach, inspiring the young etc. 

that I railed about does not seem so paranoid anymore, does 

it? The folding into physics of philosophy, aesthetics, 

spirituality and other mass-appeal discourses (=$$$$) that I 

joked about does not seem so profound anymore, does it?  
 

     Understand this: A high intellectual collective has 

deceived the world for half a century with great sophistry. 

Fifteen sham Nobel Laureates are the arrayed evidence of this 

bastardizing of our great scientific civilization.  



18 
 

 



19 
 

 



20 
 

 



21 
 



22 
 

 



23 
 

This graphic explains the title of this eBook: → 
THE PLIGHT OF NASA JOHN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NASA John’s COBE Satellite fraud was exposed in 2007. 
Now it is early 2022. He remains gainfully employed at 

NASA at age 75. However, if you had physics-
establishment inside dope, you would know that he is a 

publicly disgraced man. Even his ardent admirer, UCSD 
professor Brian Keating, reveals that he (Keating) receives 

derisive comments all the time saying Mather’s discovery 
is false. 
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Gallery 3 

 

 

 

GALLERY THREE 

 
Methodology 

 

Graphics in this section generally describe my 

method of dissidence. 
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Gallery 4 

 

  

GALLERY FOUR 

 

“Formalism” 
 
 

The following are examples of my documents, “formally” 

cancelling bad Nobel Prizes. This approach is rooted in 

the Swedish proverb: 

"The joke is the weapon of the witty; being serious is the 

shield of the stupid." 
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The following graphic is an example of my handwritten, 

dated certificate of cancellation of Nobel-winning 

discoveries.  
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Gallery 5 

 

 

GALLERY FIVE 

 
The academia 

 

 

Harvard, MIT, Princeton. Berkeley, Stanford, 

Caltech … 

“The scissors hang out there.” 

(Daar hangt de schaar uit.) 
Netherlands proverb 

 

 

 

 

 



56 
 



57 
 

 



58 
 



59 
 

 



60 
 

 



61 
 



62 
 

 



63 
 

 



64 
 

 



65 
 



66 
 

 

 

 

 



67 
 

 



68 
 



69 
 



70 
 

 

BACK TO CONTENTS 



71 
 

Gallery 6 

 

 

 

GALLERY SIX 

  
The government 

 

What did they know and what did they do? 
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SOME THOUGHTS ON LIGO JAPAN 

The Bengali poet Tagore (who had traveled to Japan) 

once wrote of the people there as “the well-

mannered, vibrant Japan”. That informs my view of 

that nation. I have never mocked them over LIGO. 

They got into this business long before any 

controversies arose. When LIGO dissidence did arise 

after the Nobel Prize, the Japanese have maintained 

a dignified quietude.  
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Gallery 7 

 

GALLERY SEVEN 

 

The Nobel organization 
  

 

The Nobel Prizes serially installed the megascience 

megafrauds.  

But what can they do to undo the harm to our civlization?  

Absolutely nothing.  

Their hands are tied by Nobel’s will. 

There is no ‘uninstall’.  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=usvDJWiFVQg 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=usvDJWiFVQg


113 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



114 
 



115 
 



116 
 



117 
 



118 
 



119 
 



120 
 



121 
 



122 
 



123 
 



124 
 

 

 



125 
 



126 
 



127 
 



128 
 

 

 



129 
 

 



130 
 

 



131 
 



132 
 



133 
 

 



134 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BACK TO CONTENTS 

 



135 
 

Gallery 8 

 

GALLERY EIGHT 

 
M.A.D. : 

Marketing, Advertising, Design 
 

 

What was once the beneficial halo in the pursuit 
of science – science reporters, science 

popularizers, public outreach efforts etc. - has 
become a power structure that can install any 

kind of crap as genius science with their 

elaborate corporate-like Go-to-market strategy.  
A new phenomenon is to select photogenic 

scientists especially to face the cameras. 
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FESTIVAL MAVENS 
The so-called science festivals have become a hot bed of 

boisterously feting the sham Nobel Laureates especially. 

 
Brian Greene runs the World Science Festival 

(You cannot dance at two weddings with one behind. -Yiddish proverb) 
  

 
Garik Israelian runs the Starmus Festival  

(If beard were all, the goat might preach. – Armenian proverb) 
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National Geographic was not to be outdone when it came 

to high-profile feting of NASA John. They came up with the 

theme of putting together an upward-looking man (John 

Mather, discoverer of the fake cosmic blackbody) and a 

downward-looking man (Ocean-bottom explorer Robert 

Ballard who studied hydrothermal vents) on stage. This 

2011 educational video was meant for kids 6 - 12+. A fine 

example of packaging of fraud for kids. 
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Gallery 9 

 

 

 

 

GALLERY NINE 

Investiture 
 

Awards and accolades were the way in which 
the megascience megafrauds were enshrined 

before the world at large. 
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Fudan-Zhongzhi Science Award
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BARRY BARISH SQUARE 
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NOBEL MONUMENT 

 

 

 



175 
 

 



176 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



177 
 

MUSEUM PIECE! 
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LIGO HEADED FOR SMITHSONIAN! 
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KIP THORNE LABORATORIES 
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Media hoopla over Shep Doeleman’s sham 

“photography”. NSF Director France Cordova would sing 

his paeans before the US Congress. Then she would 

make up a new medal and pin this on Doeleman, saying: 

“This is why NSF exists!” 
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A shameful spectacle before the US Congress: 
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Gallery 10 

 

GALLERY TEN 

 

 
“May his tribe increase”? 

 

 

All things aside, the feting of John “NASA John” Mather 

by the scientific establishment was something to behold. 
Some of it was subtlely instigated by the “accessible 

Nobel Laureate” himself who said famously: 

 “I love being a celebrity Nobel Laureate.” 
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“May his tribe increase” 
     John “NASA John” Mather is a unique case study in how 
a newly minted Nobel Laureate moves most aggressively 

to entrench his name and leverage his prize. One may also 
wonder if this extra self-monumentalizing was essential in 

a quick-before-it-melts sense. 
 

     It is not that he lacked in awards, accolades and 

limelight following his prize. He got far more of these than 
most laureates. Still, he  proceeded to make real a vision 

of an entire ‘tribe’ of his own – à la Abou Ben Adhem. 
 

     Immediately after the Nobel award ceremony in 

Stockholm in December 2006, he moved to institute the 
John Mather Nobel Scholar program, the first batch being 

awarded in 2008. It was to be funded from his prize money 

(which presumably justified the somewhat unusual 
inclusion of the Nobel name), and housed in NASA 

Goddard Space Flight Center, Mather’s home institution. 
Each year, the summer interns there would be eligible to 

apply for this scholarship. 
 

     Here is the official definition: The award consists in the 

designation "John Mather Nobel Scholar," plus a $3000 
scientific travel grant over a two year period. So, the 

recipient is “created”  John Mather Nobel Scholar. (They 

can write JMNS after their name?) It is a clever branding 
of young people with the Mather name.  
 

     The first year, five youngsters were branded thus. 

After that, Mather moved swiftly to increase the number 
to as many as 16 one year.  
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     As of early 2022, the tribe grew to 155 bright young 
folks. But even that was not enough. Starting 2010, 

another set of Mather interns burst upon the scene under 
the American Institute of Physics Mather Public Policy 

Intern program, funded by Mather and administered by 
AIP. Each year, two interns would be placed in the 

sanctum sanctorum of the United States Congress. 
Twenty-two kids have so far joined the tribe. 
 

     NASA John got half the Nobel Prize money in 2006. The 

money he spent on the above programs exceeds the Nobel 
amount. He is spending his personal funds to rapidly grow 

the tribe. One hundred and seventy-seven kids thus far. 
 

     So far, the story is unusual but not unsavory. The 
problem arises when you add in the fact that Mather is one 

of the few science-fraud greats of biblical scope and 

historical stature. That is what his name signifies. 
 

     Then came the great synergy – as symbolized by a 

magnificent, all-smiles photo shoot pooling both Mather 
Scholars and Mather Interns, with the tribal chief himself 

standing tall alongside them. Unfortunately for those kids, 
one of the honorees in that photo later turned a cold-

blooded, Uzi-toting campus killer. Nothing to do with 
Mather – but the media reports mentioned the honorific. 
 

     Sooner or later, the youngsters of the tribe may be in 

a difficult position of having to do something deceitful: 
hide from their cv their association with the Mather name. 

Meanwhile the joint tribe continues to grow apace – 
enabled by the leadership of AIP and NASA-GSFC. 
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JOHN MATHER – MAY HIS TRIBE INCREASE! 

JOHN MATHER NOBEL SCHOLARS (171 so far) 

 

AIP MATHER PUBLIC POLICY INTERNS (24 so far) 
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GREATEST FRAUD, MOST ACCOLADES! 
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The folks at the Lindau Nobel laureate Meeting have been 
especially active in glorifying John Mather especially to 

the young talent from around the world. 
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This entry was posted on December 28, 2021 
Is NASA John alone? 

2019 No John 

 

2018 John out 

 

 

https://dreamheron.files.wordpress.com/2021/12/john-mather-and-bill-foster-2018.jpg
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2015 Bill and John 

 

2013 Bill and John 
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2010 Bill and John 
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Gallery 11 

 

 

GALLERY ELEVEN 

 

France Córdova – 

¿A dónde va? 
 

 

The current unraveling of LIGO through the efforts 

of dissidents is what France Córdova could have 

done herself, a lot sooner. It was her official 
responsibility to do so. Instead, she deliberately 

promoted and protected the megafraud. She faces 

no accountabilty.  
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A ROCKET-ASSISTED CAREER TRAJECTORY 

     In her capacity as head of NSF, France Córdova – 
famously posited as an inspiration for young Latinas 

– has been an aggressive sponsor of physics 

megafrauds BICEP2, LIGO and Black Hole 

photography. This is most disturbing since she 

herself claims to be applying her own scientific 
expertise as a space scientist.  

     Maybe it is also significant that she got her 

Bachelor’s Degree in English lit. She did a Ph.D. in 

physics from Caltech and swiftly embarked on a 
career path in administration. In Caltech she had met 

Kip Thorne, and Stephen Hawking in Thorne’s home. 
Decades later, she would cover up fraud by Thorne. 

     France Córdova was appointed to NSF during the 

Obama administration. President Trump honored this 

contract. During this period she engaged in the cover 

up of LIGO and Black Hole photography frauds. She 

gloried before US Congress, and said: “This is why 
NSF exists.”  Trump did not renew her contract.  

     As soon as she was out of NSF, she was being 

showered with all types of showy decorations. There 

emerged overnight a public-intellectual persona 
(philanthropy, science and philosophy, science and 

spirituality, science and religiosity.) The fact that 

Córdova brought historical disgrace upon American 
science had no impact on her powered  ascent. 
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A POST-NSF CORNUCOPIA 

EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP: 

 
 

COMMENCEMENT INSPIRER: 



222 
 

 

EXPERT IN PHILANTHROPY: 

 

PHILOSOPHER AND SPIRITUALIST:  

(Templeton Prize Judge) 
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Gallery 12 

 

GALLERY TWELVE 

Physics illogic 
 

One of the most puzzling things (and a common factor)   

I noticed about the grand parade of physics mega-

discoveries is that they forcefully assert what seems to 
be totally illogical – whether you apply everyman’s logic 

 ( ~ common sense) or in-depth logic ( ~ ratiocination). 
And you never know why this is so because they never 

deign to answer outsiders. The rah-rah insiders of course 
endorse whatever it is the mega-discoverers assert. It is 

as though they are all operating in some kind of 
 woo-woo world of science.  

 

The African proverb “The witness of a rat is another rat” 
embodies much wisdom when it comes to how today’s 

physics establishment progresses.  
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GALLERY THIRTEEN 

A countdown to 
doomsday 

 
The Nobel Prize in Physics 2017 was viscerally disturbing 

for me. I held a seven-day vigil leading up to the day of 
the Civilization’s End Day (CE Day). 

First, see the following graphic to know the 
circumstances that existed when the decision to make 

the was made. 
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Gallery 14 
 

 

 

 

 

GALLERY FOURTEEN 

Betrug macht frei 
 

 
“You must not use dishonest measures of 

length, weight, or volume”. 
 

Leviticus 19:35 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=43XsFZb2DBc 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=43XsFZb2DBc
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GALLERY FIFTEEN 

 

India mega-dreaming 
  ( Dharmasya glani ) 

 
Based on what was reported in Indian media, LIGO-

India scientists saw their government physics 

leaders as hindrances. These scientists did not have 

the quality to understand their mistakes or the 

honesty to accept them. They could have gone to 
the government leaders and said: “Look, we made a 

mistake. We would like to work with you to retrench 

this project.” But even as the demise of LIGO 

became obvious, the scientists were maintaining an 

uptempo drumbeat before the nation. 
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LIGO IS GRAVEYARD DEAD 
 

     LIGO is a walking cadaver. Chances are no one will ever 

admit this. Reitze Man will stage-manage this for a while, and 

make you think all is well. Then LIGO will be quietly 

retrenched under some cover story. Maybe they will say LISA 

is taking over the great work of LIGO. 

     LIGO is dead because LIGO India is dead. For the 

Government of India to decide not to proceed with LIGO 

construction is a very powerful development. There is no way 

such a decision would be made if it was not absolutely 

imperative. It overrode all the powerful mitigating factors. A 

proper scientific verdict on LIGO now exists on the world 

stage, and it is unambiguous. 

     Did the Government of India actually make such a 

decision? They may never clarify this. The fact on the ground 

is that not a single construction has taken place so far that 

cannot be repurposed. And now – when it is finally time to 

start building LIGO-specific things - everything is at a 

standstill, even though huge funds stand approved and there 

is no pandemic hold on construction. LIGO India dead ⇒  LIGO 

dead ⇒  first megafraud domino is falling. 

     An early-career person in a megafraud cult, or a 

youngster thinking of joining such a cult, has much to 

hypnotize him/her: Lavish money from the government and 

the tycoon foundations, guaranteed media exposure and 

tycoon prizes, assured jobs, and the promise of public 

adulation. The photogenic ones are selectively placed before 

the cameras. It is a veritable Hollywood on Harvard Square – 

oompah band and all. What will happen when the music 

stops?                                                                                                May 31, 2022 
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As of May 2022, this is the status of the 225-hectare 

LIGO India facility. The photo shows two views of the 

completed site office building, a weather station and the 

fence along the perimeter. 

The next photo shows a project to plant trees at site. 

Certainly, it makes sense to do so. But I also wondered 

if this was not a prelude to repurposing the land for arid 

zone research, for example. Nothing LIGO-specific has 

been built on it so far at the site, and so the land is 

totally repurposable. The Government will not be left 

holding the bag, so to speak. 



329 
 

 



330 
 

ON APRIL 6, 2023 THE GOVERNMENT OF 

INDIA SUDDENLY DECLARED FULL AND 
FINAL APPROVAL OF LIGO-INDIA.  

WHAT HAPPENED? 
 

 
 

Beyond the hoopla in the media about the approval, it is 
necessary to listen closely to what the minister in charge, 

Dr. Jitendra Singh, actually said. He spoke mostly in Hindi. 
He said right up front that the approval was pursuant to a 

promise the Indian Prime Minister made in 2016 to the US 

to build LIGO India. He said the project will be prestigious 
for India on the world stage, and beneficial for training 

Indian youth in space science. He said nothing about any 
Indian assessment of LIGO being behind this approval. 

 
The PM was looking at a highly prestigious state visit to 

the US, involving complex geopolitical give-and-take. It 
certainly would be most embarrassing if LIGO-India was 

still hanging after seven years, even as the PM was being 

regaled in Washington DC. So, the geopolitically expedient 
option was to approve it – even if the approval was a head-

fake. For LIGO-India will not be built. 
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Following the approval of LIGO-India, this op-ed 

was written by Rana Adhikari of Caltech, and K. 
Vijayraghavan, former science advisor to Indian 

government. The latter is a developmental biologist. 

In the paragraph excerpted below, the authors 

create for the Indian public the impression that the 

approval was the result of an endorsement by the 
government science leaders.  

I believe this was not the case.  

 

 
https://www.hindustantimes.com/opinion/ligoindia-project-approved-by-union-cabinet-a-

triumph-for-pm-modi-s-science-team-and-a-great-day-for-global-science-and-india-s-future-in-
astrophysics-101681911999731.html 

 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/opinion/ligoindia-project-approved-by-union-cabinet-a-triumph-for-pm-modi-s-science-team-and-a-great-day-for-global-science-and-india-s-future-in-astrophysics-101681911999731.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/opinion/ligoindia-project-approved-by-union-cabinet-a-triumph-for-pm-modi-s-science-team-and-a-great-day-for-global-science-and-india-s-future-in-astrophysics-101681911999731.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/opinion/ligoindia-project-approved-by-union-cabinet-a-triumph-for-pm-modi-s-science-team-and-a-great-day-for-global-science-and-india-s-future-in-astrophysics-101681911999731.html
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Tarun Souradeep is the LIGO-India Bahubali 
(“political” strongman). There have been back 
and forth visiting between him and LIGO-US’s 

strongman David Reitze, leading up to the 
approval of LIGO India. Reitze may have moved 
President Biden to soft-pressure Prime Minister 

Modi to clear LIGO-India, possibly in a phone call 
between the leaders on February 14, 2023. 
Following this approval, Souradeep waxed 

euphoric, and spoke of how the private mega-
dream of his boudoir became India’s reality.  

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/a-mega-science-project-bound-to-put-india-on-the-map-for-
cutting-edge-research-8567745/ 

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/a-mega-science-project-bound-to-put-india-on-the-map-for-cutting-edge-research-8567745/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/a-mega-science-project-bound-to-put-india-on-the-map-for-cutting-edge-research-8567745/
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Following the full and final and sudden approval of 

LIGO-India on April 6, 2023, at the ministerial level 
– seemingly bypassing scientific input – I looked for 

any communication between the two national 

leaders. Less than two months after the following 

phone call, the approval of the long-stalled project 

came through. 

 

 
 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/02/14/readout-of-
president-bidens-call-with-prime-minister-modi-of-india-2/ 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/02/14/readout-of-president-bidens-call-with-prime-minister-modi-of-india-2/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/02/14/readout-of-president-bidens-call-with-prime-minister-modi-of-india-2/
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US National Science Foundation 

Director Dr. Sethuraman 
Panchanathan is following in 

the footsteps of his predecessor 

in office, Dr. France Cordova. 

He is aggressively shoving LIGO 

fraud right down the throat of 
India, his old country. 

 

 

 

 
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/a-boost-for-science-a-wider-

window-to-the-universe/article66813048.ece 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/a-boost-for-science-a-wider-window-to-the-universe/article66813048.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/a-boost-for-science-a-wider-window-to-the-universe/article66813048.ece


335 
 



336 
 

 



337 
 

 

 

     In my assessment, the India government physics 

advisors (a sequence of them) did a very fine service 

by slow-walking the project, if that is what they did. 

However, in the end they seem to have been 

regarded as a hindrance, and bypassed.  

     It seems that LIGO-India was made a part of a 

global geopolitical wooing package, and was got 

approved that way. Science had nothing to do with 

this approval. It is some LIGO scientists that 

engineered this subversion of science. I cannot 

immediately think of any other instances where 

scientific evaluation was bypassed with geopolitical 

maneuvers. 

     This should have been the Rubicon when it comes 

to science and politics. Or, in Indian parlance, the 

Lakshman Rekha. An absolute limit was crossed. 

     Can you even begin to fathom how low physicists 

have sunk? Is this a little concerning to you maybe? 

BACK TO CONTENTS 
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Gallery 16 

 

 

 

 

 

GALLERY SIXTEEN 

Megafraud megatrend 
 

 
 

“I say that habit's but a long practice, friend, and 

this becomes men's nature in the end.” 
-Aristotle  
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     Below you see the locations of the Penzias-Wilson 
antenna (Holmdel, NJ, USA) and the Paris Herouni antenna 

(Aragats Mountains, near Yerevan, Armenia). A radio 
telescopes needs to be in a cold dry place where the air is 

dry. It needs to be far away from oceans. It needs to be 

far away from industrial radio noise and aviation corridors. 

     Below you see the Penzias-Wilson antenna and the 
Herouni antenna. In no way, shape or form would the 

former qualify as an astronomical radio telescope. If it 

serendipitously makes an observation that is suspected to 
be an astronomical discovery, there is only one thing to 

do:  Make that same observation with a proper telescope. 
There were many radio telescopes in the world that could 

look for this radiation in one part of the spectrum or 
another. If Penzias-Wilson could see the radiation, they 

sure as hell could see it. Strangely, that never happened. 
Not then. Not by the time the Nobel Prize was given in 

1978. And not to this day. 

     In terms of gain, antenna pattern, noise threshold, and 
environmental noise, the Herouni antenna was vastly 

superior to the Holmdel antenna. Still it did not see the 

spectral radiation. 

     The physics fraudsters not only use billion-dollar 
machines to make grand discoveries. They also use rinky-

dink contraptions to make grand discoveries. Whatever 

works. 
 

Wouldn’t it be cost-effective if gravitational waves were 

likewise discovered by a back-country dowser! 
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https://dreamheron.files.wordpress.com/2021/12/penzias-wilson.jpg
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https://dreamheron.files.wordpress.com/2021/12/paris-herouni-1.jpg
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GALLERY  SEVENTEEN 

 

Unequal laws 
  

The definition of scientific misconduct (fraud) 

cannot be conveniently left fluid or bendable. Its 

application cannot lead to  one consequence for a 

lone researcher and a diametrically opposite 

consequence for a researcher within a privileged 
“Collaboration”  – when both parties have 

transgressed equally.  
 

“We hang the petty thieves and appoint the great ones to 

public office.” 
-Aesop 
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GALLERY EIGHTEEN 

The Escape Pod 
 

It is not unusual for academic research 

scientists to become full-time university 

administrators. But when a science team leader 

vigorously active in a high-profile research 

program that has just got in trouble is suddenly 

scooped out and made an administrator, it 

gives us pause. When it happens again and 

again, it reminds us of the escape pods of 

James Bond villains. In today’s science, there is 

no accountability for hotshots who practice 

deceit or are corralled into it. 
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JAMES BOND VILLAIN ESCAPE 

CAPSULE 
 

 

 

 

Goodbye, Misstah Bond! 
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Space scientist Amber 

Miller was a rising   

experimentalist and high 

adventurer, flying balloon 

payloads from Antarctica. 

Her experiment called 

EBEX used technology 

developed for BICEP2 and 

was thus faulty for the 

same reasons I explained. 

When BICEP2 tanked, she 

was suddenly made a full-

time university 

administrator. Nothing was said about the fault, and 

success was proclaimed for the project she walked 

away from. 
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Here, Explorers Club showcases Rainer Weiss (right) 

and his science-celebrity student Nergis Mavalvala. 

As LIGO tanked, Mavalvala activated her escape 

pod. She became a full-time university 

administrator. No accountability whatsoever for the 

LIGO mess in which she was a showy centerpiece.  

Powerful mentors in the background arranged for 

her to simply walk away from the messy wreck. 
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Somak Raychaudhury was deeply involved with 

LIGO-India both scientifically and managerially, in 

his role as the Director of Inter-University Center 

for Astronomy and Astrophysics. He pushed LIGO-

India to the hilt before the Indian public. When 

years went by and LIGO India remained stagnated, 

he was suddenly made the Vice Chancellor of 

Ashoka University. This is a full-time administrative 

job, leaving him no role in LIGO India. If the project 

goes belly up, he is nowhere near it to take any 

blame or face any accountability.  

 

 



379 
 

 

 

Tarun Souradeep is the chief architect of the LIGO 

India project. If you want to hold only person 

accountable for LIGO-India, it would be him. A 

government science leader named Srikumar 

Banerjee once told him: If LIGO-India goes belly 
up, I am coming after your neck. As the future of 

LIGO-India began to look most dismal, he was 

suddenly plucked away and made the director of 

Raman Research Institute. This is a nice, cushy 

desk job that has no connection to LIGO-India. 
When LIGO-India craters, his neck is totally safe. 

Who will take the blame then? No one. 

Such is the beauty of scientific megafraud. 

 

BACK TO CONTENTS 
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GALLERY NINETEEN 

Corruptio optimi 

pessima 
 

If your faith in humanity will not let you come to terms 

with the unbelievable fact that the once-inviolate physics 

peer review system (in both publishing and fund-getting)                 

is thoroughly, thoroughly subverted, you will never 

comprehend physics megafraud megatrend.  

Editors, referees, reviewers et al today all work towards 

one goal: To install and maintain a parallel world of 

science producible within their range of talent, and then 

to make this your world of reality.  

Or haven’t you seen the giant seed-pod trucks arriving in 

your village? 
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GALLERY TWENTY 

 

From fraud to fraud  

runs a thread 
 

Seemingly unconnected megafraud discoveries 

like Big Bang and Black Hole – when you delve 

deep enough – have similar “success 

strategies” at the core. Basically, once they 

secure funds to discover something, the 

discovery is a done deal. Biblically put:       

“That which shall be hath already been.” 
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TEMPLATES: 
Discovery Assist of the megafraud gangs 

 

     We all know templates, right? Think of your own 

instances where you have used a template. Then get 

a load of this: The simple, useful concept has been 

employed with great sophistry to execute the diverse 

megafraud mega-discoveries. 

     What connects the unconnected NASA John’s 

picture-perfect cosmic blackbody spectrum to 

Raister’s undulating gravitational waves from merger 

of black holes? Templates. In the first case, the 

template is just the theoretical Planck Spectrum. In 

the second case it is the computer simulation for 

black body merger. These were the Discovery Assist. 

     What connects the unconnected Kovac BICEP2 

sky gridwork to the Sheperd’s  Black Hole image 

collage? Templates. In the former case it is the 

printed-circuit gridwork inside the telescope. In the 

latter case it is the computer simulated black holes.  

     But if you are interested in human connections, 

we got those too. NASA John and Raister go back a 

long way – they worked the COBE scam together. 

Kovac and Sheperd are long-time neighbors on 

Garden Street – within shouting distance. 
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GALLERY TWENTY-ONE 

 

Leadership acts: 
Nonfeasance, 
Malfeasance, 
Magnificence  

 

Meet leaders who subvert, corrupt, fail to act, 

 and leaders who act with exemplary quality. 
(You decide who acted how.) 
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The following entry was posted on April 16, 2011 

NASA FRAUD: WHAT BECAME OF MY 
LETTER TO PRESIDENT OBAMA?! 

After a multi-year struggle to bring the NASA COBE 

Satellite fraud to public account, I had finally referred the 

matter to President Obama. I never received a response. 
This matter concerns a public referral to a public office. 

Therefore, as a citizen, I have every right to engage in my 
own speculation – based on visible facts – as to what 

transpired. 

If I receive any variances to the following scenario I have 

deduced (email me), I will promptly post it at the end of 
this narrative. If not, then this scenario will pass into 

my Big Bang Fraud Book. 

In January of 2009 President Obama made the inaugural 

promise to “restore science to its rightful place.” It seems 
to me now that in response to my letter, he did nothing 

less. It seems to me that his office is eminently deserving 

of the nation’s highest trust. 

My letter concerned a matter of science. It is thus most 

likely to have gone to the White House science section. My 

initial thinking was that it would have gone to the White 
House Science Advisor John Holdren – for possible 

forwarding to the Office of the President. I did not know 
that the White House has a Chief of Staff for Science. It 

now seems to me that that is where my letter most 

logically went. 

http://www.bibhasde.com/lettertoprez.jpg
http://www.bibhasde.com/lettertoprez.jpg
http://www.bibhasde.com/tomail.html
http://www.bibhasde.com/bigbangfraudbook.html
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The Chief of Staff for science is James Kohlenberger. This 
is what I have learned about him since: The man has little 

qualification in science. But he has the backing of Al Gore. 
That may be how he came to power in the Obama White 

House. Kohlneberger is deeply involved with NASA, and 
has dealings with NASA Deputy Administrator Lori Garver 

(example). 

My letter not only dinged NASA, but also specifically the 

Deputy Administrator. 

Following my letter of 24 August 2010, on 18 October 
2010 the principal in the COBE Satellite fraud – Nobel 

Laureate John Mather of NASA Goddard Space Flight 

Center – was feted in a White House science event. I saw 
a connection between the two, and took it to be a public 

snub. And also a resounding affirmation of John Mather by 
the highest office in the land – after an allegation was 

brought to its attention. 

If good sense and good judgment were the rule in 

President Obama’s office, there was no way this would 
have happened with the knowledge of that office. The only 

other alternative was that the letter was intercepted and 

deep sixed. 

I made a big stink in my various Internet sites. What is 

this?! I bring an allegation to the President about a cover-

up and feting of science fraud by some of the most 
powerful people and groups of people in the nation, and 

the President takes right over and continues with the very 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/nasahqphoto/5348146330/
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same cover-up and feting in the very same manner! What 

is this?! 

It seems to me that this stink reached an appropriate 

person in the White House who was unaware that this was 
going on in the name of the President. In February of 

2011, a very high level change took place in the White 

House, very quietly. The media seems to have remained 
surprisingly silent about this – as if they did not want to 

touch this one. Only a small bolg site carried a small 

blurb. A few other blog sites then carried it. 

In February of 2011 the high-flying James Kohlenberger, 

a person of little science qualification cozily installed in the 

dizzying height of power as the White House Chief of Staff 
for Science – without having lined up other gainful 

employment and without his White House successor 

named – abruptly took a walk. 

http://www.spacenews.com/policy/110213-kohlenberger-depart-ostp.html
http://www.spacenews.com/policy/110213-kohlenberger-depart-ostp.html
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LEADERSHIP EXCELLENCE AT 

 NOVA? 

 

This 2010 NOVA program about history of telescopes 

had an unexplained and abrupt gap: It surgically 

omitted NASA COBE Satellite. This was perhaps the 

first public acknowledgement from a public platform 

and on a worldwide platform that there was 

something the matter with that satellite. Given the 

prevailing wind and the power structure that stood 

behind this grand scientific fraud, this action on the 

part of NOVA was an exemplary instance of good 

decision-making in a matter of public interest. 
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     In 2018, however, NOVA produced a shameful 

program called Black Hole Apocalypse where showy 

academics were posturing of scientific authority and 

essentially peddling totally crap science that stood 

fully exposed and documented as fraud. See the 

following graphic. 

     The NOVA official in overall charge of this 

program was Paula Apsell who had a stellar career in 

promoting the wonders of science through television 

programs. It may be that scientists duped her into 

producing this abomination. In 2019, the employers 

of Apsell gave her some nice gifts and said goodbye. 
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Gallery 22 

 

 

GALLERY TWENTY-TWO 

 

 

Cashing in on the Nobel fame 
 

 

The advent of the culture of physics megafraud 

over the decades has – perhaps predictably – 

resulted in another phenomenon incongruous 

with the dignity and the magnificence of the 

image of the Nobel Prize. Some fraud Nobelists 

are cashing in on their Nobel fame by doing 

commercials, charging megastar lecture fees, 

and so on. 
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Nobelist George Smoot selling tax software. 

 

Nobelist George Smoot selling wrinkle-removing 

magic wand. 
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Nobelist George Smoot selling blockchain. 
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Valuation-wise, how do you compare Kip’s $50K-

$100K speaking fees with the following? 
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GALLERY TWENTY-THREE 

 

Opus Dei 
 

 

Pronouncement by religious-organization 

leadership on scientific discoveries in this day 

and age is tricky business unless the 

organization has good scientific counsel. 

Otherwise they can be duped into patronizing 
bad science. 

 The Dalai Lama did not succumb to the 

pressure to endorse the Big Bang fraud. 

The Vatican did. 
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John Mather being given big billing by the Vatican in 

the Rimini Meeting 2009. He had seen “the very first 

light”, and the light was good.  His co-discoverer 

George Smoot had seen the wrinkles on “the face of 

God”. How can the papacy not celebrate them with 
everything they got, in the context of the Vatican 

firmament! 

The banner in Italian says: Knowledge is always an event. 
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Italian astrophysicist Marco Bersanelli (standing here 

with his close friend and colleague George Smoot) is 

believed to have duped the Vatican into feting John 

Mather and George Smoot. 
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THE VATICAN FIRMAMENT 
 

     Four hundred years ago, the Vatican firmament view 

took a very wrong turn by suppressing correct ideas. It 

has since recovered. But in our times, they nearly took 
another equally wrong turn,  by loudly feting false ideas. 

The two dark deeds have comparable standing in history. 
If anyone scoffs at this analogy, just go back and read the 

biblical bombast about Big Bang. 
 

     I cannot find hide nor hair of that iconic photo of the 

(then) Pope greeting falsifier George “The face of God” 
Smoot face-to-face, shaking hands. The icon is gone. 
 

     I cannot find much today about the feting of falsifier 

John Mather (NASA John) in Vatican’s Rimini Meeting 
(2009). Those splashy images are nowhere to be found. 

 



437 
 

     I just looked at the membership of the Pontifical 
Academy of Sciences. This active roster has a large 

number of Nobel Laureates – living and deceased. Among 
the few dozen living Nobel Laureates, there is not a single 

name from the list of fifteen sham Nobel Laureates I 
exposed over the years. In the roster of Accademia 

Nazionale dei Lincei, I found falsifier Roger Penrose, but 
inducted back in a less illumined era (2003). 
 

     At the present time – there is no visible indication that 

the Vatican is endorsing the physicists’ megafraud 

firmament. The papacy was duped into feting Smoot and 

Mather, but it has recovered. Good!   
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George “The Face of God” Smoot: 

 

A second ‘Galileo’ stain on the Vatican? 
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GALLERY TWENTY-FOUR 

Language, language! 

 
I have sometimes felt the urge to use 

“emphatic”  language. However, in this I am 

not alone. 
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GALLERY TWENTY-FIVE 

Rock of ages,  
cleft for me … 

 

Physicists who have wantonly harmed humanity in 
spite of repeated and sustained  dissident cautions 

must now be held up for public ridicule.  

Society requires it; civilization demands it.  

For they will face no other accountability. 

 They will continue to enjoy their ill-gotten gains. 
Society’s revenge is the key. 
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“… It takes a certain kind of internal fortitude, it 
takes a certain kind of vision, it takes a certain kind 
of stubbornness, it takes a certain kind of 
independent spirit to devote your life to this kind 
of project …” 
 

World Science Festival host Brian Greene of Columbia 

University strutting on stage like physics’s answer to 
Anthony Robbins, and bloviating loftily about the 

clueless LIGO team who seemed to have snoozed 

through the entire basic physics education. Every time 
a physics megafraud stood exposed by vigilant 

dissidents, Greene was there to try to showcase it out 

of trouble. He well illustrates the German frustration:  

Immer wenn über eine Sache Gras gewachsen ist, 
kommt ein alter Esel und frisst es wieder runter.  
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This blog entry was posted on September 22, 2009 

SCIENCE FRAUD JOHN MATHER IN HIS 
OWN WORDS: 

     NASA Scientist John Cromwell Mather – Nobelist, “the 

greatest discoverer of all times”, TIME Magazine’s Most 

Influential person in the World, a man of “legendary 
reputation” – is a very clever science con artist, with a 

great flair for language, for issuing quotable quotes. But 
this is also his one flaw: He talks a lot. Whenever a 

deceiver talks a lot, he gives away bits of the truth now 
and then. If you place Mather’s words in a meaningful 

context, you can see how a man with a continuous history 

of failures has been sold as a super-genius. His Ph. D. 
experiment failed, his COBE Satellite experiment failed, 

and now he is in charge of NASA’s next generation space 
telescope. His scientific incompetence is in plain evidence. 

But an incompetent scientist can be a clever science con 
artist. He manipulated his computation to process 

meaningless data from the malfunctioning satellite 
instrument into that mathematically perfect curve which 

the theoreticians had predicted. Of course he could not 

have done this without substantial help from noble 
quarters – the latest example being Yale University. 

Mather made ludicrous scientific claims, and the nobles in 
their full resplendence endorsed them with great applause. 

This is how low the Academia has sunk – in this Age of 

Fakery. 
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MORNING SHOWS THE DAY: THE GREAT INSTRUMENT 

BUILDER (A single solder joint secures his most important 

component to the payload) 

     “I’m afraid that my skill was stronger in understanding 

than it was in implementation, and it’s a true story that 

the antenna on the balloon payload fell off while it was on 
the launch pad. It was my solder joint that failed. 

Fortunately this fault was noticed, and the payload was 

launched successfully.” 

HIS PH.D. EXPERIMENT CONKS OUT: 

     “I did a thesis project on this background radiation, 
which required the use of an instrument hanging on a high 

altitude research balloon. The instrument flew, but there 
were at least three different reasons why it did not work: 

I had to write a thesis about a project that did not quite 

work.” 

HE WANTS TO REDEEM HIMSELF: 

     “And so I told my advisor: “well, my thesis project 
didn’t really work out that well, but it would have been a 

lot better if we could do it in outer space, because the 

atmosphere of the Earth prevented precise 
measurements”. We called up our friends and wrote a 

proposal to build a small satellite to measure the Big Bang 
radiation and to look for the light from the first galaxies. 

We wrote the proposal and eventually NASA accepted it. 

This is how I became a cosmologist.” 
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HE FAILS AGAIN – HISTORY REPEATS ITSELF (COBE 

Satellite goes cockeyed): 

     “The central portion of the beam < 3.5 degrees is not 

flat topped, showing variations as much as 30%.” 

 

A QUACK ATTEMPT TO GET PAST THE ABOVE DECISIVE 
FAILURE BY HANDWAVING (This is evidence that Mather 

was scientifically incompetent, and should never have 

been allowed to conduct this experiment.): 

     “This is only important when making measurements of 
sky features with angular variations smaller than 3.5 

degrees. Even then, the effect is washed out by the 
rotation and the orbital motion of the spacecraft during a 

single FIRAS (name of the instrument) integration, as well 

as combining multiple measurements.” 

 
HE PUSHED TECHNOLOGY TO THE LIMIT TO DESIGN HIS 

INSTRUMENT TO DELIVER A CERTAIN ACCURACY OF 
MEASUREMENT. BUT THE INSTRUMENT MALFUNCTIONED 

WHEN IN SPACE, AND DELIVERED 20 TIMES THE 

ACCURACY OVER A DECADE BANDWIDTH: 

     “I thought that we had to make a very brilliant 
experiment, or else it would not actually tell us anything. 

We promised a sensitivity that would find small deviations 
of only one part in one thousand from perfection: 

eventually it turned out that the instrument was capable 
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of measuring only one part in twenty thousand, fifty parts 

per million deviations from perfection.” 

 

A MIND-BLOWING 1 IN 100,000 ACCURACY OF 
OBSERVATION TRACES OUT A MATHEMATICALLY 

PERFECT BLACKBODY CURVE FROM AN INSTRUMENT 

WHOSE ON-AXIS VISION IS DISTORTED BY 30% (This is 

where science fraud occurred): 

     “…the spectrum measurement was made to a part in a 

hundred thousand accuracy and the hot and cold spots are 

about a part in a hundred thousand.” 

 

ADDING LEGS TO A SNAKE: 

     “When we showed a curve where all the data points lay 

exactly on the predicted line…” 

 

THE GLORYING: 

     “When we showed the first version of this chart [the 

Cosmic Blackbody Spectrum from the COBE Satellite] to 
the astronomical society, we received a standing ovation, 

which completely amazed me. I thought: “everybody 
knows that this is the right answer”, but the general 

population of astronomers did not know. They had seen 
many bad measurements and many strange theories to 

explain these bad measurements and it really was in doubt 

that the hot Big Bang was the correct story”. 
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THE TRASHING OF PREVIOUS EXPERIMENTERS: 

     “We went from measurements that were just terrible 
to measurements that were very good, all in an instant 

and this was a tremendous experience for people. I 
remembered thinking “why are they so excited”? I knew 

this was the right answer, but I was the only one that did.” 

 

AND HOW! 

     “We are trying to do stuff that’s never been done by 

any human being before. We take stuff that was 

impossible and we make it happen.” 

 

BERNIE MADOFF IN CHARGE OF FINANCIAL RECOVERY? 

     “I’m now the chief scientist for the James Webb Space 

Telescope,…” 

 
I WILL NOT SCREW UP THIS TIME (After a history of 

failures, he is signaling that he won’t make the same screw 

up with the James Webb Design as he did with COBE) 

     “So it will be a full-scale end-to-end “light-in-at-the-
beginning, light-out-at-the end” sort of test, something 

they could not do for Hubble. But they knew they could go 
fix Hubble in space, and we know we can’t fix JWST, since 

the telescope will be at the L-2 point, about 1.5 million 

kilometers away from Earth, …” 
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THE GREAT INSTRUMENT BUILDER SPEAKS AT YALE: 

     “As an instrument builder all my life, I will speculate a 

little on what may be within our reach over the next few 

decades.” 

 
BUT WHAT DO YOU DO IF YOU HAVE ALREADY PUSHED 

THE BUTTON? 

     “I especially thank the people who told us when we 

were doing things wrong. It is so much better to know 

about it before we push the launch button!” 

PHILOSOPHY: 

     “My personal code is, life is too long not to do what you 

want. It’s too short not to do what you want.” 

TO BOLDLY GO… 

     “We have the job of building what has never been built 

before, to discover what was never known before.” 

WORLDVIEW: 

     “Charlie, I’m convinced that half the cost of a project 

is socially determined.” 

MORALITY: 

     “For a scientist, there is only one easy path, the path 

of scrupulous honesty” 
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GOD DID NOT PLAY FAVORITES WITH HIS TWO 
“GENESIS” PROTEGES. IF HE GRANTED GEORGE SMOOT 

A GLIMPSE OF HIS FACE, HE BESTOWED ON JOHN 
MATHER INTIMATIONS OF IMMORTALITY (What a load of 

crock!): 

     “Now that I’ve worked as a professional scientist for a 

few decades, I feel just as ignorant as I did when I walked 
into Swarthmore, and I still have the nerve to try to unlock 

the secrets. It takes an odd sort of humble arrogance to 
even attempt to do this. I have a deep sense of the 

mystery of nature, and I’m constantly amazed at how 
much we’ve learned as puny humans, … putting our 

discoveries in the libraries of paper and electrons. There’s 
a kind of immortality about writing things down for the 

world to see.” 

MODESTY: 

     “I enjoy being a celebrity Nobel Laureate” 

ADDED ON 01/17/14 – 

CREATING A WHOLE NEW INDUSTRY: 

     “We confirmed the Big Bang theory (what a 

pathetically small name for an infinitely expanding 

universe), discovered its hot and cold spots (explaining 
how we can exist), and started a new industry. Now, I’m 

working on pushing telescopes beyond where they’ve ever 
gone, with the great James Webb Space Telescope, 

planned successor to the magnificent Hubble Space 

Telescope.” 
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“  

John Mather’s Nobel Prize medal has long 

decorated the lobby of NASA HQ. 
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A replica of John Mather’s COBE Satellite 
antenna is permanently enshrined in the 

Smithsonian Air and Space Museum for throngs 

of wide-eyed young to come by and stand in 
awe. 
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When the King of Sweden visited NASA 

in 2017, John Mather was trotted out to 

be seen alongside him in full glory. 
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A replica and some original equipment used by 

Arno Penzias and Robert Wilson to make their 

cosmic discovery are on display in Deutsches 

Museum. 
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“  

 

 

“This is why NSF exists,” said NSF Director 

France Cordova while praising the very first 

photograph of a black hole by Shep Doeleman. 
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Gallery 26 

 

GALLERY TWENTY-SIX 

 
Books-full of bogosity 

 
 
 

Many popular science books that ushered in the 

golden age of cosmology have turned out to be 

fraud packaged between a come-hither front cover 

and a must-read back cover. But the authors raked 

it in while they could. 

 They tap-danced all the way to the bank: 
 

Zip-a-dee-doo-dah, zip-a-dee-ay; 

There’s gold in them thar fraud hills, yay! 
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GALLERY TWENTY-SEVEN 

 

The duping of the 

tycoons 
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Gallery 28 

 

GALLERY TWENTY-EIGHT 

Civilization Files 
(GREAT THINKERS ON HUMAN NATURE) 

 

 

Although this runaway culture of fraud and 

chicanery among physicists manifests itself as a 

modern-day, evolving  malaise among the highest 

brainiacs, the underlying causes and motivations 

are of course age-old and all too familiar.  

The Greek philosophers had this all figured out.  
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Gallery 29 
 

 

GALLERY TWENTY-NINE 

 
Malfeasant 

magnificence 
 
 

 

Yesterday’s profundity, 

Today’s perplexity 
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HISTORICAL SCREWY-UPPY 

 

 

No, no serendipity, no accidental discovery. 
Nothing at all here of any note.  

Just a routine puzzle of the kind antenna 
design-and-development engineers face 

daily in course of their work, and sort out.  

This was actually a historical 
embarrassment, symbolically describable by 

the discoverers’ own suspicion:                   

Pigeon poop. 
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THE LEGENDARY  STANDING OVATION 

 

 

In ~ 1990 John Mather first unveiled his COBE 

Satellite discovery of the cosmic blackbody 

spectrum amid the stunned silence of the 

scientific conference. When he finished, the 

audience broke out thunderously in the now-

legendary “standing ovation”. This applause 

reverberated throughout the hallowed edifice of 

science. 
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ERROR BARS SMALLER THAN LINE 

THICKNESS OF THEORY CURVE 

 

Long after COBE Satellite went silent, this guy 

continued to do experiment with flight-spare 

equipment in a Goddard toolshed. As he did so, 

the accuracy of the satellite measurement 

increased by leaps and bounds. Eventually, the 

accuracy was so mind-blowing that the error 

bars of the experimental data were totally 

hidden behind the thickness of the pencil line 

that was the theory curve. The guy is a master 

at what the Chinese call adding legs to a snake. 
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GEORGE SMOOT LOOKED AT HIS 

COBE MAP; SAW THE FACE OF GOD  
 

 

After the Pope greeted him personally, Georgie 

Boy knew he was right. He developed a new 

sense of self-worth and a new purpose in life.  
We imagine he had an epiphany:  

“I am not Indian Jones of space research!  

Indy is the George Smoot of jungle adventure.” 

Then he picked up his Winchester 70 and went 
out hunting-gathering. 
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NOBEL PARKING PERMIT  

BUT NO NOBEL DISCOVERY  

  

Saulie maybe once developed some deep angst, but 

he knew the Yiddish proverb: If you ask the Rabbi, 

he will surely find something wrong. So, he asked a 

close colleague instead: “Should I denounce the 

John Mather blackbody?” The colleague replied: 

“You can’t. Then your own discovery will fall apart. 

You can’t dance at two weddings with one behind.” 



512 
 

 

ATLAS SHRUGGED  

 

 

Powered by his new Nobel muscle, Brian 

Schmidt promised to lift Australia (his adopted 

homeland) to the stratosphere. Only, the 

muscle turned out not to have been installed, 

after all. For Australia remains right where she 

has always been. 

Same latitude, same longitude, same elevation. 
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INTIMATIONS OF IMMORTALITY 

 

 

Kip Thorne who has said “I am a figure of history”, in 

Stockholm to receive the 2017 Nobel Prize. Here he 

has come to sign the historical Nobel registry. He 

thumbs through the pages backward, and sees the 

signature of his spiritual ancestor Albert Einstein. He 

is overcome with profound emotion. We mortals are 

shown this glimpse of how noble soulmates 

commune across wrinkled time and warped space. 
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CHAMPAGNE WISHES,  

DISCOVERER DREAMS 

 

 

“If this is true, this is a moment of 

understanding of nature of such a magnitude 

that it just overwhelms.”  - Andrei Linde of 

Stanford University, on being informed by his 

colleague Chao-Lin Kuo that the theorized 

primordial gravitational waves have been 

discovered by the BICEP2 telescope in the 

Antarctica. This spontaneous moment was duly 

filmed for the sake of posterity. 
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BICEP2 PRESSER FEATURED COOL 

CUSTOM UNIFORM 

 

 

The atmospherics were well choreographed. 

They ushered in a new era of ‘style’ in an 

otherwise prosaic activity of announcing a 

discovery. 
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STYLE AGAIN 
 

 

 

 

 

LIGO leader David Reitze unveiling the LIGO 

discovery: 

“Ladies and Gentlemen …. We did it!” 
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WAS SHEP’S SHOP 

SHIPSHAPE? 

 

Ole Shep said famously: “We are forming a new 

way to understand the universe.”  
But he got things slightly mixed up.  

He thought the EHT telescopes across the world 

provided the bare outline of an image, and the 
computers back home added in the resolution. 

Unfortunately for science, his peer at  
60 Garden Street also thought the same.  
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“I had some pretty harsh words to say 

about it (Alfvén’s cosmology) because I 

thought there was no way you could 

understand the very close to perfect 

isotropy of the thermal radiation in such 

a universe.” – James Peebles  

This thermal radiation is a total fiction on which Peebles 

wasted an entire scientific career. 
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ROGER PENROSE, NOBEL PRIZE 2020 

 

“The greatest puzzle is the singularities, because we don’t 

know what to do with them: You see the black holes shield 

us from the singularities. As the matter collapses into the 

middle, the densities get larger and larger and they just 

exceed everything you can think of. And we haven’t the 

faintest idea how to describe the physics that goes on in the 

middle because the densities and temperatures and goodness-

knows-what are just out of all range.” – Roger Penrose explains 

his Nobel-winning discovery. He is absolutely correct – the yellow-

highlighted portions accurately describe what he has done. We don’t 

know anything. How we go from there to actual, physical black holes is 

“the greatest puzzle”. 
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GALLERY THIRTY 

 

Mega-fraud Mini-skits 
 
 

 

Laugh, then think. 
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EDWARD WITTEN, 

 Is it soup yet? 

 

Ever since Edward Witten descended into the field of 
physics with tremendous fanfare, he has been continually 

anointed, adored, adulated and advertised. Awards and 

accolades have flown to him like moths to a flame. And 

the moneys have accumulated to millions. 

All these were given in anticipation of something great 

coming from Witten in due course – something that 
would make physics whole once for all. Perhaps a latter-

dayPrincipia – the Wittenopia. There may be a new kind 

of physics, Wittenics. 

Edward Witten may be a rare person who has been 
groomed so intensively and extensively before he has 

made any contribution to physics (hucksters and touts 

will disagree). 

Witten has been enjoying this grooming in a promisory 
spirit. It is as though every prize check came to him with 

an implied question: Is it soup yet? 

Now at age 65 – after he has had more than 30 years to 

make good on the promise – Witten has an answer. 
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MacArthur Fellowship (1982) 

Q: Edward Witten, Is it soup yet? 

W: I am just getting started! 

Dirac Medal (1985) 

Q: Edward Witten, Is it soup yet? 

W: I am stoking the fire. 

Albert Einstein Medal (1985) 

Q: Edward Witten, Is it soup yet? 

W: It’s going. 

Fields Medal (1990) 

Q: Edward Witten, Is it soup yet? 

W: It’s starting to simmer. 

Alan T. Waterman Award (1995) 

Q: Edward Witten, Is it soup yet? 

W: Juan’s stirring it. 

Dannie Heineman Prize (1998) 

Q: Edward Witten, Is it soup yet? 

W: Len’s setting up the table. 

Nemmers Prize (2000) 

Q: Edward Witten, Is it soup yet? 

W: Almost. I think I will call it M Soup C Soup. 
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National Medal of Science (2002) 

Q: Edward Witten, Is it soup yet? 

W: Cumrun’s getting the croutons. 

Harvey Prize (2005) 

Q: Edward Witten, Is it soup yet? 
W: Michio and Yoichiro are adding a bit of Miso powder. 

Ashok wants to add a touch of curry powder! 

Henri Poincaré Prize (2006) 

Q: Edward Witten, Is it soup yet? 

W: Joe’s chopping the fresh herbs. 

Crafoord Prize (2008) 

Q: Edward Witten, Is it soup yet? 

A: Brian’s folding in the cream. 

Lorentz Medal (2010) 

Q: Edward Witten, Is it soup yet? 

W: Nima’s gonna add a drizzle of honey. No soup for 

you, Woit! 

Isaac Newton Medal (2010) 

Q: Edward Witten, Is it soup yet? 
W: John’s pre-warming the soup bowls. No soup for you, 

Smolin! 
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Fundamental Physics Prize (2012) 

Q: Edward Witten, Is it soup yet? 

W: Nathan’s getting the ladle. No soup for you, Glashow! 

Kyoto Prize (2014) 

Q: Edward Witten, Is it soup yet? 
W: One moment. My prof David’s gonna taste it as soon 

as he places his bet. Then Yuri’ll say grace. 

Albert Einstein Award (2016) 

Q: Edward Witten, Is it soup yet? 

W: Ta-da! Just as I promised: The C Soup – the 
Circumstantial Soup! Rich, and with a delicate 

consistency. Enjoy! 

EDWARD WITTEN FINALLY DELIVERS ON HIS 30-

YEAR PROMISE TO REVOLUTIONIZE PHYSICS: The 

Circumstantial Soup 

… there are many circumstantial reasons to believe that 
String Theory and its elaboration in M-theory are closer 

to the truth about nature than our presently established 
theories. String/M-theory is too rich and its consistency 

is too delicate for its existence to be purely an accident. 

***** 

(After years of elaborate gestation) the mountain gives 

birth to a mouse. – Bengali proverb 
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VISIT MY STUFF ON INTERNET 

ARCHIVE 
 

 

 

 

 

https://archive.org/details/@bibhas_de 
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https://archive.org/details/casebook-of-bibhas-de-physicsville-

tattletale/mode/2up 
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